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PASTOR’S REPORT
 This is my 10th Pastor’s Report at Oak Lawn Community Baptist Church.  Each one has been important to me; because each one has recalled very special times we have had together.  But, for me, this one is special, to be sure, because it is the final one.  In this farewell report, my overall impression, looking back over almost 10 years, is one of joy and thanksgiving for the privilege of having been a part of this church, this close and dedicated fellowship of Christian people.

If I were asked to make a list of the principal strengths of our church, I would put first the spirit of fellowship and mutual caring which, more than anything else has characterized Oak Lawn Baptist.  This, however, is not just a comradeship of the sort to be found in any closely-knit organization—this is a reflection and expression of the love and acceptance we find in Jesus Christ:  “We love because He first loved us,” and because in Jesus we have begun to learn the meaning of love.  Another strength is the centrality of worship in the life of the church, and the seriousness with which our people approach the act of worship Sunday after Sunday. In this regard, we ought to mention the vital role our splendid Bell and Sanctuary choirs have played in helping to keep us close to the spirit of authentic Christian worship. The simplicity and warmth of our church sanctuary is also a unique strength and resource which familiarity may cause us to lose sight of.  High on any list of our strengths is the really unusual quality of lay participation and leadership in the life of the church.  The list goes on, but the fact is that we have many very considerable strengths which served us well during my time here, and which position the church well for the future.

But, while mere numbers should not be a controlling goal, still, we have lost quite a number of people post-pandemic.  This is not a judgment, or a lament, but an occasion for re-thinking methods and strategy and re-imagining what could be.  We have reason for considerable satisfaction as we look back, but we should remember that someone once said the seven last words of a church are these:  “We never did it that way before.”  We need to think of and to pray for new ways by which we can share with others the precious things we experience together in the worship, fellowship and service of this lovely church.

But the loudest and clearest note I want to sound in my final Pastor’s Report is one of joy and thanksgiving, as I said in the beginning.  This was an enriching pastorate, which has given me precious memories, and some dear friends.  As I have tried to minister to you, you have ministered to me to an extent I could never capture in words.  The Christian faith, the acts of kindness, the empathy you showed upon the death of my brother Tommy and my beloved dogs Sunrise and Jordan, will remain in my heart always and will make radiant the shadows that have fallen upon our lives. 

I thank my God for every remembrance of you, and you will be forever in my prayers.

Gracefully yours,
[image: ]
Pastor Barbara











2021-2022 REPORT OF THE MODERATOR
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2021 – 2022 Report of the Membership
Membership as of June 1, 2021							212
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Changes
Members Who Have Gone to Glory:			Date
Sherri Marshall						08/22/2021
Charles (Chuck) Wales					09/06/2021
Curtis Miner							02/02/2022
Marion Kelly							04/13/2022
Carol Gustafson						04/24/2022
Ruth Simmons 						05/20/2022	
Baptism								    0	
Members Transferred to a Different Church
Harold Dwyer							11/23/2021
Suzan Morris							06/01/2022
Members Transferred into our Church
Elizabeth Drew						12/29/2021
Membership as of June 1, 2022						205			
Respectfully submitted,
Suzan Morris, Church Secretary

2021-2022 Report of the Hospitality Committee
WE’RE BACK!!!!
The Hospitality Committee took a large leap of FAITH and resumed Coffee Hour last fall.
It was a well-thought out plan and a slow, safe process, and as Darlene Conti and Suzanne
McMillen can testify, we managed to keep them (sometimes our only participants) and others
healthy and well! Thank you, one and all, for your trust in us and for rejoining friends for our
traditional, Baptist-style coffee hour fellowship. It is so good to gather again!

A huge THANK YOU to Robin Butzier and Julie Ellison (our newest committee member) for
making this a possibility and for helping to keep the kitchen well-stocked in all departments.
A grateful THANK YOU to all who have donated funds to help defray the costs of our
purchases. We truly appreciate all of your contributions!

Very Special THANK YOUs to Pam Petracca for all of her scrumptious home baked delicacies,
at a time when it seemed safe to venture in this direction (instead of prepackaged items), to
Scott Lewis for his yummy brownies and for his friendly smile at the coffee station, to Jim
Ellison for his lemon bread, to Julie for her Christmas Cookies (previously frozen, of course!) to
Julie’s mom, Barbara Lauer, for supplying us with packages of those extra-large, chewy cookies,
to Olivia Nightingale, Robin and Morgan Butzier for their beautiful AND delicious chocolate
covered strawberries, to Corinne Ricketson for her signature Magic Bars and to the Girl Scout
troop, who meet in the Quaker Room, for giving us a few boxes of Girl Scout cookies!
(My sincere apologies if I have overlooked anyone!)

The Hospitality Committee looks forward to continuing to serve you and welcomes any new
ideas, suggestions, etc. AND a Sign-up on the Hospitality Calendar, if/when the Spirit moves
you!
Thanking Paula Bowry, Darlene Conti and Laura Dwyer for being so moved after the calendar
was posted!!
In Cheerful Service,
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Marilyn Drummond


2021-2022 Report of the Music Committee
The operative word for this year has been “transition!” Members of the Music Committee, choir directors and ringers/singers have nearly seamlessly worked as one body. Here are some of the highlights showing how we conducted business differently and experienced musical blessings alongside unanticipated changes.

Startup for rehearsals came a little later than usual this year to allow for adequate rehearsal preparation following the nearly 2-year COVID respite. Both choirs gradually increased rehearsal times through the fall months to accommodate social distancing/CDC guidelines (such as rehearsing upstairs and in Fellowship Hall instead of the Quaker Room). Many thanks to each choir member for staying the course, working together and keeping God’s service as a priority. He has blessed us richly.

COVID implied many adjustments to include Zoom meetings (thank you to Marilyn for setting those up), medical leaves for Corinne as Sanctuary Choir Director (9/8-11/16) and Mary Ackroyd as Church Organist/Sanctuary Choir Accompanist (12/26-4/10) as well as arranging for temporary replacements for both positions. Jamie Haley played for choir rehearsals and our worship services for a few weeks before changing plans. In January, Marilyn and I put our heads together and created a plan for how to share Mary’s responsibilities.  

I count it a privilege to have had the opportunity to serve as choir director and church organist/pianist (with Marilyn) while Corinne and Mary, respectively were each out on leave. It was a joyful partnership that Marilyn and I fostered while filling in for Mary. Thankfully, prayers abounded to facilitate healing and both ladies returned just about when they had planned to without complication! God is good, as always. 

There have been a few opportunities for soloists, to include Nathan Ackroyd’s beautiful rendition of “Ave Maria” on Christmas Eve, Marilyn’s worshipful piano playing and Joanne Wales’ and Jamie Ellison’s inspirational singing. Our church is fortunate to have such dedicated musicians among its membership to demonstrate God’s glory in song.

The upcoming summer months are mostly uncharted musically. We are looking forward to what will fill in the blank canvas. See you in church…

Respectfully Submitted,
Margery Jones
Chairperson for the Music Committee




2021-2022 BOARD OF DEACONS REPORT
Generally, these reports are a review of the past year’s events and reflections but, as important as that is, I want to look more toward where we are going in the coming year.  With Pastor Barbara’s retirement, we, as a congregation and as your Deacon’s Board enter a period of transition.  Your Deacons are committed to providing as transparent a worship service as possible during this time.  We will, of course, continue our work to provide congregational care as best we can, working with supply Pastors over the summer as the Executive Board works toward an intentional Transitional/Interim Pastor to be with us as we look toward a new settled Pastor.  It will not be easy and we understand that some of you may not have been through a Pastoral transition time but be assured, with your help, patience and prayers, we strive to provide as prayerful and exciting a service as possible.

Blessings Ahead,
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Bob Butzier

2021-2022 PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY REPORT
            Our group met in person just once this year in the fall.  However, we continue to work at home and there are always prayer shawls available on the rack in the sanctuary.  A big “thank you” to Joanne Wales who is creating the note cards to give with the shawls.  Please sign our book (located on the table outside the pastor’s office) and take a card whenever you take a shawl.

            This year we sent several children’s sweaters and baby blankets to the World Vision “knit for kids” program.  We have taken on a new project:  we are creating lap robes and arm warmers for the RI Dialysis Centers in Warwick and East Providence.  We have made two deliveries to each location this year.

            We are looking forward to meeting in person again soon.

Respectfully submitted,
Carol Rathbun, for the Prayer Shawl Ministry

2021-2022 BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION REPORT
During the past year, The Board of Christian Education met virtually to discuss topics ranging from classroom “demographics” and curriculum, Advent and Lenten Bible Studies, special seasonal events and Calvary Baptist Church Food Pantry.

We joyfully opened our Sunday School classroom doors in September, continuing to maintain safety regulations and precautions due to COVID-19. While the numbers of children in attendance were smaller than in years past, the excitement in the classrooms was still high! 

My thanks to Robin Butzier for her fun projects and for keeping the Beginner Class happy and creative! My heartfelt gratitude to Julie Ellison who joined this class, in Robin’s absence, to provide projects and songs, made quickly available via the internet and Pinterest!

Topics in the Youth Class, led by Jessica Drummond and myself, varied with occasional projects offered to those who enjoyed a more creative flare. True to form, this class always ended with their traditional prayer circle, joined by their sanitized thumbs!

Robin and her famous OLCB intergenerational cast created a special Christmas pageant, “From the Manager to the Cross”, moving many to tears. Equally passionate was the theme she envisioned for Church School Sunday, “Don’t Save It All For Christmas”.

I am pleased and thankful to the Youth Class for serving as Ushers during the month of April. With incredible teamwork each task was fulfilled every Sunday. Under the direction of Bob Butzier and Jim Ellison, the heavy cross walk sign was placed on Wilbur Avenue, as instructed by Scott Lewis, our church bell was rung 33 times and from the above “Elders” assistance was given, if needed, to place the cross and candles and arrange the hymn selection numbers. “Assignments” for each of these duties were thoughtfully given to each member of the class each week by Jessica, who was careful not to overextend any of the youth beyond their comfort level. Serving in their own special way brought to life one of our lessons on Spiritual Gifts.

In service to others, The Board of Education continued to coordinate food donations generously donated each month to the Calvary Baptist Food Pantry. My heartfelt thanks to Carol Rathbun and Corinne Ricketson who carefully organized, packaged and transported all the food items to the pantry. As a gentle reminder, we ask that you kindly check expiration dates.

In an effort to maintain Pre-Covid traditional church and community events, the board hosted a couple of nights around the campfire on the Parsonage lawn, complete with S’mores, apple cider and hot chocolate, a pumpkin decorating party in October and an Easter Egg Hunt in April. While attendance was low, that did not diminish the fun and enjoyment that was experienced by all, both young and old!

As such, discussions related to renewing interest, participation and attendance at church were frequently raised during our board meetings. Some exciting ideas were generated with the prospects of capturing personal stories-church and community related- through interviews and electronic documentation. Our church has a rich heritage and some of the best historians still walk among us! It is hopeful that this historical/legacy project will dovetail nicely as we begin a new chapter in the OLCBC history book under the leadership of a new pastor.

My thanks and appreciation to Robin Butzier, Pat Doran, Jessica Drummond and Laura Dwyer for continuing to share their Spiritual Gifts for all ages at Oak Lawn Community Baptist Church. 

[image: ]

Marilyn Drummond, Chair



2021-2022 BOARD OF TRUSTEES REPORT

The Board of Trustees finished another busy year. Completed projects include:
· Replacement of the Kevin Doran Memorial located at our Adopt-A-Spot
· Maintaining our Adopt-A-Spot which entails pulling weeds, planting and replanting raking, all accomplished while taking one’s life in one’s hands!
· Continued property upkeep including lawn mowing, Spring and Fall cleanup with help from the local Girl Scouts
· Replaced light bulb in the church parking lot
· Obtained a snow removal contract
· Setup of Nativity on the parsonage lawn
· Resolving the flickering lights situation above the pulpits
· Removal of a fallen tree in the neighboring cemetery
· Repairing a faulty shutoff valve connected to the baseboard heat in the Quaker Room
· Repairing a leaky toilet in the Ladies Room
· Repairing an outside staircase step attached to the Fellowship Hall and a loose board on the back deck of the parsonage.
· Replacement of various light switches in the kitchen
· Replacement of backup batteries for the alarm system by Stepka Alarm
· Replacement of the Fellowship Hall kitchen exhaust fan
· A new copier to be delivered in either May or June
· A renewed cleaning contract was obtained with Well Done Janitorial
· Fellowship Hall floor was cleaned
· The parsonage was professionally cleaned
Projects still to do:
· Moving the shadow box that is upstairs tentatively to the Quaker Room
· Baseboards in the Men Room need repair
· Try to replace any Plexiglass in windows to real glass
· Repair wooden railings on both outside staircases

Thanks to Lynne Kemp, Church Treasurer for keeping our finances on track of all of the above projects and so much more! 

Thanks to Jimmy Ellison for resolving the lighting issue in the sanctuary and Bob Butizer for lending his financial expertise.

Respectfully submitted,
Joanne Wales, Trustees secretary

May Day 2022

Our 153rd May Breakfast is officially complete, and I can say with confidence that we are back!!!  We really felt it was so important to the life of our church to have the May Breakfast happen after a long two-year pause.  We looked back and found that the May Breakfast had never been cancelled in the past even during the war years.  What we did not expect was how having the May Breakfast return was such a gift to the community.  We were greeted with smiling faces and so many thank you’ from the community that came to enjoy the day with us.   With that being said, we appreciate all who helped to make this year's May Day such a “Glorious Return” even a little rain did not dampen our spirits and the day was a wonderful success!  We served 355 paying customers and over 40 help!  Once again, Laura Dwyer did a great job getting the word out about the breakfast with her advertising savvy.  Suzan Morris took care of making up the programs handed out during the breakfast even with many last-minute changes thrown at her. 

This May Breakfast would not have been done without all who worked to raise monies for the general fund, by selling Breakfast tickets, May Baskets, Corn Bread Mix, Church Cookbooks, Tapes and Choir CD’s.  A big thank you to “J” and Dave Linkenback, Dee Kolb, Judith and Mike Coletta.  And to the entire May Breakfast Crew that included all who baked pies, Marilyn Drummond, Jessie Drummond, Jamie Ellison, Marge Jones, Darlene Conte, and Scott Lewis.  Those who helped in all the jobs needed for the breakfast (some in more than one position) to include Patricia Doran, Jenna Antunes, Jamie Ellison, Sharon Ruthven, Beth Moore, Karen Nadeau, Mike Moore, Judy Butzier, Bob Kolb, Alan Ruthven, Bob Butzier, Scott Lewis, Robin Butzier, Jeffrey Butzier, Suzanne McMillen, Kathie McDonald, Elaine Procopio, Deb Cady, Paula Bowry, Morgan Butzier, Carol Rathbun, Pam Pearson, Marilyn Drummond, Marge Jones, Jim Ellison, Nathan Spinney, Fran Sisson, Corinne Ricketson, Darlene Conte, Marilyn Emery, Linda Myrick, Jessie Drummond, Tom Drummond, Pastor Barbara and Chuck Jones. 

A very special thank you to Lynne Kemp, Sue McMillen, Corinne Ricketson, Betty Drew, Patricia Doran, Chuck and Marge Jones, Carol Rathbun, Bill and Dottie Wilber, Irene Campbell, and Ron McDonald, Aramian Signs, Mills Coffee Roasting Company, and Elijah from Culinary Equipment Repairs, for their generous donations to May Day that helped to reduce our expenses!   We would also like to thank all who came and supported this wonderful tradition.  We are looking forward to our 154th May Breakfast, Monday, May 1, 2023.  A very big thank you to very special helpers this year, Marilyn Drummond, Scott Lewis, Tom Drummond, Marge Jones, Alan Ruthven, Jamie Ellison, Nathan Spinney, and Barbara Lauer for all of their hard work and support on the breakfast.  We make a Great Team!  As I said in church on Mother’s Day, we, as members and friends of the Oak Lawn Community Baptist Church, are blessed to be a part of this wonderful tradition.  My thank you would not be complete without a great big hug to my husband Jim.  You help to keep me grounded and calm.   And to our daughter Jamie for going over and above on May Day, and for filling all of those jobs that needed to be done.   I think you may have actually cloned yourself this year.  I saw you doing so many things in many different places, and for staying until the bitter end to help clean up.  

It was my pleasure once again this year to serve as Co-chair of this time-honored tradition, my many thanks and blessings to you all for such a wonderful 153rd May Day!  My spring would not be complete without May Breakfast at the Oak Lawn Community Baptist Church, and I am so glad that we are back.  
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Julie Ellison
2021 -2022 AUDIT COMMITTEE REPORT

On May 28, 2022, at 10:00AM the Audit Committee had a meeting with the church Treasurer Lynne Kemp. 

The Committee performed an Audit of the General Fund for the year of 2021 using the following procedures:
· Identify all church accounts
· Prepare independent bank reconciliation for the last month of the year under review and first mouth of the following year
· Reconcile/Test of cash receipts per books with deposits per bank
· Reconcile/Test of cash disbursements per book with bank statements
· Test paid invoices for approval and proper account classification
· Scan check register for unusual entries
The committee found no discrepancies for the year of 2021.
Respectfully submitted,
William Wilber
John McCann
Lynn Gilleney
Audit Committee







Nominating Committee Report
June 2022

OFFICERS
Moderator								Jim Ellison
Assistant Moderator							Bob Butzier
Secretary of the Corporation						Julie Ellison
Treasurer								Lynne Kemp
Financial Secretary							Chuck Jones
Church School Superintendent					Robin Butzier

DEACONS
2025   Carol Rathbun
2025   Fran Sisson
2024   Marge Jones
2024   Darlene Conti
2024   Judy Butzier
2023   Linda Palazzo
2023   Linda Myrick

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
2025   Corinne Ricketson
2025   James Marsocci
2024   Jess Drummond
2024   Laura Dwyer
2023   Marilyn Drummond
2023   Robin Butzier

TRUSTEES
2025   Ivar Gustafson
2025   Sue McMillen
2025   Chuck Jones
2024   Joanne Wales
2024   Scott Lewis
2024   Julie Ellison
2023   Mike Moore

Each term continues until the Annual Church Life Meeting of the year listed.
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